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Bethlehem Special Olympics Newsletter  

Did you know?  

Coaches need to update 
their certification by taking 
courses every few years 
otherwise they run the risk 
of not being eligible to 
coach. 

Any donations to BSO or 
any of our sports 
programs should be 
reported to the treasurer. 
We want to thank the 
contributors with an 
official letter. They should 
be able to use these to get 
tax credits. 

  

BSO Awards Picnic  
The Awards Picnic was GREAT! On June 28th athletes, coaches, 

volunteers, family and friends gathered for the Annual BSO Awards 

Picnic.  The weather was beautiful, the food was delicious and 

Bicentennial Park in East Allen Township was really nice. We had a 

volleyball game going, there was a basketball court on the other side 

of the playground, a ball field on the other side of the pavilion and a 

water balloon toss for those who wanted to participate. There was an 

adjoining nature trail available for an inspiring walk for those who took 

advantage of it.   The park was easy to drive too.  A BIG THANK 

YOU to the Taylor Familyõs Ritaõs Ice store on Stefko Blvd. that 

donated all that DELICIOUS cherry, mango and lemon ice, and to the 

Talavara family who made all the arrangements, and to everyone who 

helped set up the picnic. If anyone knows of a better park for our 

picnic please let the family coordinator (Maria Talavera) know about it 

so that she can evaluate it for next year. (pictures on p 2&3)  
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Special Olympics 2014 USA Games  
 This summer, Special Olympics athletes from all over America 

went to New Jersey June 14 - 21 to compete in 16 different sports in 

the 2014 USA Summer Games. We at BSO sent four of our athletes 

along with about 250 other Pennsylvania athletes to compete. Our 

athletes competed in Aquatics, Gymnastics and Powerlifting. The PA 

athletes traveled by bus to Valley Forge PA on June 13 and then 

Mercer County New Jersey the next day, and returned on June 21.  

 BSO Athletes Simone Williams and Zarrah Vitale 

competed in gymnastics, Michael Semler in aquatics and Joni 

Talavera in Powerlifting. Coaches Alice Moat and Fred Knauss were 

Team PA aquatics coaches, and Coach Casey Skoglund was Team PA 

Head Gymnastics Coach. All BSO athletes performed very well at 

National Games. See pictures on page 5.  

BSO Rock and Roll Dance and Basket Raffle 
Fundraiser - Sept. 12, 2014 at Leithsville Fire Hall. 
Participate in the basket raffle even if you canôt attend the dance event. 

See raffle and dance ticket information inside on pages 2-4!   
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2014 BSO AWARDS PICNIC - HAPPY FACES  

Sports MVPs  

Aquatics-Rookie: Cory Martino  

Aquatics-Advanced: Briana Horvath 

Basketball: Marcus Tompkins 

Bowling: Denise Frey 

Golf: Michael Sopko 

Artistic Gymnastics: Zarrah Vitale and 

Simone Williams 

Rhythmic Gymnastics: Heather Gold 

Figure Skating: Matthew Siemon 

Powerlifting-Competitor: Chris Spairana 

Powerlifting-Participant: Brian Picone 

Roller Skating: Simone Williams 

Snowshoeing: Chris Wasiewicz 

Soccer-Skills: Dedra Sobol 

Soccer-5v5: Kyle Lahr 

Soccer-7v7: Paul Ahner-Hein 

Soccer-11v11: Marcus Tompkins 

Softball-Skills: Robert Bernhart 

Softball: Paul Ahner-Hein 

Volleyball: Lisa Gouker 

RAFFLE ENTRIES 

AVAILABLE 
You may participate in the basket 

raffle even if you do not attend the 

dance. Simply use the form  on the 

next two pages for your entry.  

Select the prize raffles you want to 

enter, purchase tickets ($10 for 10 

tickets - must be in groups of 10), 

and enclose your money with the 

entry form mailed to:  

Bethlehem Special Olympics 

P. O. Box 536 

Bethlehem PA 18016.  

Hurry! Advance ticket 

entries are due Sept. 1.  
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2014 BSO AWARDS PICNIC   2014 BSO AWARDS PICNIC  

Don Eber Volunteer Award ��-��Barbara Bonner  
Gerry Miller Parent Volunteer Award - Deb & Dennis Bednarcik  

Dan Morrison/Deb Kohl Coach Award  - Bob Sehee  
Kelly Frankenfield Athlete Spirit Award  - Cory Squitieri  

BSO Athlete Hall of Fame Award �² Nathan Boyle  


