
Inside this issue:  
Athletes selected for Nationals  p.1 
Did You Knowð Signature change 
   For Special Olympics Forms  p.1 
BSO Leadership Awards p.1 
Sports Camp 2013 p. 2 

BSO Booster Club p. 3 
Picnic Fun / Award Winners p.4-5 
Upcoming Events  p.6 
BSO Management Team p.6 

BSO Training Schedule p. 7 
Polar Plunge Info p. 7 
Uniform Care Reminder p.7 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÔÈÅ "3/ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓȡ                                          ×××Ȣ"ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ3/0!ȢÏÒÇ 

Bethlehem Special Olympics Newsletter  

    Simone Williams        Zarrah Vitale       Michael Semler             

Did you know?  
Special Olympics athlete 
applications (also known 
as medical forms) are 
now valid with signatures 
from registered medical 
professionals such as 
physician assistants,  
CRNPs, DO or MDs.  
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Three Athletes Selected for National Games 

Three Bethlehem athletes qualified for the 2014 Special 
Olympics National Summer Games to be held in Princeton, 
NJ in June 2014.  Michael Semler qualified in aquatics, and 
Simone Williams and Zarrrah Vitale qualified in artistic 
gymnastics.  In addition, Amanda Knauss and Alison Sehee 
were selected as alternate aquatics athletes.  

At Fall Festival, volleyball teams,  5 v 5 soccer teams, and 
powerlifting athletes will compete to fill the remaining spots 
for the Team PA delegation.  In addition, team coaches will 
be named shortly.  Good luck to all! 

CONGRATULATIONS Simone, Zarrah and Michael! 

BSO Receives Two Awards from SOPA  
At the Special Olympics PA Leadership Conference, Bethlehem received two awards:  

Amanda Reiss was honored as the Athlete Leader of the Year, and Bethlehem 

Special Olympics received co-Program of the Year, an honor shared with 
Northampton County.  Amanda has taken on several leadership roles such as 
recruiting at volunteer fairs, helping coaches, and being trained as a Global 
Messenger. This summer she performed her ribbon routine in the lobby of TD Bank 

during an appreciation visit. There were a few surprised customers who came in to 
bank!  For the first time ever, two programs were named as co-Program of the Year, 

both Bethlehem and Northampton County Special Olympics.  The introduction of new 

sports, our strong Booster Club and the Athlete Leadership Team as well as the 
participation and efforts of all athletes and volunteers helped us receive this honor. It 

is an honor that belongs to EVERYONE in the program. CONGRATULATIONS! 

Amanda Reiss receives the Athlete 

Leadership of the Year award from 

SOPA Chairman of the Board Tony 

Gillespie (left) and SOPA President 

Matt Aaron (right) 
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SOPA/SOYO Multi-Sports Training Camp Success! 

Thirty-six Bethlehem athletes traveled to western PA for a week of Sports Camp in August. 

Though it was cool overnight, most days were warm and sunny - perfect sports weather!  This 

year, Flag Football and Bowling were added to the list of the other eight camp sports.  In 

addition to sports training, there was a hay ride, talent show, dance, and a trip off-site to nearby 

Idlewild Amusement Park.  We even got an early jump on Halloween with a Trick-or-Treat night 

and costume dance.  Many thanks to the athletes and all the coaches, and especially to the teen 

SOYO youth who made this week at camp fun and successful. Want to learn more about camp? 

Just ask these athletes:  Paul Ahner-Hein, Michael Anders , Kathy Batz, Trisha Bednarcik, 

Meagan Bickel, Adam Bieniek, Joel Blazure, Doug Boyle, Nathan Boyle, Eric Clemente, 

Marguerite Ferguson, Theresa Ferguson, Karla Garr, Daniel Hogan, Briana Horvath, 

Tonia Johnson, Kathy Kucey, Kyle Lahr, Donald Laudenslager, Josh Moore, Jessica Perez, 

Joseph Robb, Joe Rosa, Christina Saraceno, Alison Sehee, Mercedes Semler, Michael 

Semler, Dedra Sobol, Cory Squitieri, Hillary Stonewall, Brittney Thayer , Christian Vegas, 

Angelica Viant, Chris Wasiewicz, Josh Weirback, Gregory Werner, and coaches: Jio 

Adorno, Michael Hernandez, Fred Knauss Jamie Mink, Alice Moat . 


